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Introduction to Tamil script 
 

This document serves as a guide for anyone who wishes to use the Tamil alphabet cards 

as a tool for learning the Tamil script. Separate documents introduce the Sinhala script, 

and the phonetic system used to transcribe the words. 

 

The Tamil alphabet pack contains 35 letter cards: 

 

initial vowels (11):  

m M , < c C v V x X I 
 

initial consonants (14):  

f y k e g u r j t a ` ] [ = 
 

non-initial consonants (10):  

l L s o d z w q Q \ 
 
 

 

1. The 35 letters 
 

1.1  Initial vowels (11) 

 

These letters are only used when a word begins with a vowel: 

 

m md;dhrp annAsi pineapple 

M Mik Amei tortoise 

v vUik erumei buffalo 

V Vzp ENi ladder 

, ,iy ilei leaf 

< < I fly 

x xl;lfk; oTTxgxm camel 

X Xzhd; ONAn lizard 

c cLk;G uDumbu monitor lizard 

C Cjh UdA purple 

I I]; fphPk; ais krIm ice cream 
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1.2  Initial consonants (14) 

 

These words begin with an unmodified letter (consonant + vowel a): 

 

[ [d;dy; jannxl window 

y yl;Rkp laTchumi  Lakshmi 

k kapy; mayil  peacock 

e ez;L naNDu  crab 

g gl;lk; paTTxm  kite 

t tz;zj;Jg;G+r;rp vaNNxttuppUchchi  butterfly 

 

The words below begin with a modified letter:  

(For an explanation of how the letters are modified, see part 2 below) 

 

` n`y;kl; helmxT helmet 

f Nfhtpy; kOvil Hindu temple 

u &gha; rUbAy rupees 

r rhhp sAri sari 

] ];Nuhgwp sTrObxRi strawberry 

j NjdPH tEnIr  tea 

a ahid yAnei  elephant 

= = fpU\;zh shrI kirushNA  Krishna 

 

 

1.3 Non-initial consonants (10) 

 

These words feature the target letter in non-initial position: 

 

l Fil kuDei  umbrella 

L nghl;L poTTu  pottu (bindi) 

s fpsp kiLi  parrot 

o thiog;gok; vALeippxLxm  bananas 

d G+id pUnei  cat 

z fz;zhb kaNNADi  glasses 

w ,why; iRAl  prawns 
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\ G\;gk; pushpxm flower 

q kq;F]; mqngus  mangosteen 

Q ,Q;rp inji ginger 

 

Note 1: The letter q is always written with a dot (q; - pronounced ng) and followed by 

the letter f (g) (as in the example word mqngus). 
Note 2: The letter Q is pronounced ñ (as in Spanish mañana). But the combination Q;r 

is pronounced nj (as in the example word inji). 
 

 

 

2. The modifiers 
 

The examples below illustrate the most common ways in which the letters may be 

modified. In each pair of examples, the first shows the vowel in initial position, and the 

second shows the same vowel sound represented by a modification to another letter. 

 

2.1 The vowels a and A 

 

m md;dhrp annAsi pineapple 

 gl;lk; paTTxm  kite 

The letter without any modification, pronounced a in the first syllable of a word, and x in 

subsequent syllables. 

 

 

M Mik Amei tortoise 

 h rhhp sAri sari 

The symbol h is used to make the vowel long (A).  

 

 

2.2 The vowels e/E, i/I, o/O 

 

v vUik erumei buffalo 

n n`y;kl; helmxT helmet 

The modifier precedes the letter, but affects the vowel following the consonant. 

 

V Vzp ENi ladder 

N NjdPH tEnIr  tea 
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, ,iy ilei leaf 

 p fpsp kiLi  parrot 

 

< < I fly 

 P NjdPH tEnIr  tea 

 

 

x xl;lfk; oTTxgxm camel 

n-h nghl;L poTTu  pottu (bindi) 

(modifier before and after the letter) 

 

X Xzhd; ONAn lizard 

N-h Nfhtpy; kOvil Hindu temple 

 

 

2.3 The vowels u and U 

 

c cLk;G uDumbu monitor lizard 

(1) G\;gk; pushpxm flower 

(2) Fil kuDei  umbrella 

(3) tz;zj;Jg;G+r;rp vaNNxttuppUchchi  butterfly 

 

Note 3 different ways of forming the u vowel, all of which involve changing the base 

letter in some way:  

(1) g changes to G (pu): used with the letters g a t r  

(2) f changes to F (ku): used with the letters f k u s o 

(3) j changes to J (tu): used with the letters j y e d z w 

 

 

C Cjh UdA purple 

(1) G+id pUnei  cat 

(2) &gha; rUbAy rupees 

 

Note 3 different ways of forming the long U vowel, corresponding with 1-3 above: 

(1) g changes to G+ (pU) (exception: r changes to #) 

(2) u changes to & (rU) (exception: f changes to $) 

(3) j changes to J} (tU) (no example word included) 
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2.4 Others 

 

I I]; fphPk; ais krIm ice cream 

i ahid yAnei  elephant 

 

This vowel is pronounced ai in first syllable of a word, ei in subsequent syllables – a 

common vowel, represented by the symbol i before the letter. 

 

 

 [d;dy; jannxl window 

 

Any letter + dot = consonant without vowel, for example in double consonants, or in 

words ending with a consonant. 

 

 


