Introduction to Tamil script

This document serves as a guide for anyone who wishes to use the Tamil alphabet cards
as a tool for learning the Tamil script. Separate documents introduce the Sinhala script,
and the phonetic system used to transcribe the words.

The Tamil alphabet pack contains 35 letter cards:

initial vowels (11):

Sl O, @ F 2 20 6 ] @ R N

initial consonants (14):
60V DB UJT TF SH 6 W an 60 &M Inj
non-initial consonants (10):

L B om lp & a0 M B & 69

1. The 35 letters
1.1 Initial vowels (11)

These letters are only used when a word begins with a vowel:

3 @IGO.‘IGO‘IIT@ annasi pineapple
3 S},60LD amei tortoise
ol 61(TH60LD erumei buffalo

6J 6] 6u0T) eNi ladder

® ®6m 6V ilei leaf

FF FF T fly

0 @I;I_a')Lb 0TT2g2m camel

o 6D 60DTIT 601 ONan lizard

o &(BLDLl udumbu monitor lizard
o6 DENGHIT dda purple
A0 M6 HlifLd ais krim ice cream
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1.2 Initial consonants (14)

These words begin with an unmodified letter (consonant + vowel a):

20, G‘Q,DGO.'IGO‘IG\.) jannal window
60 | 60L&l latchumi Lakshmi
LD Loudlev mayil peacock
1) 6w (h Nanbu crab

L LI LLD paTTam kite

ou 6)]6601660‘['@55]“%&@ vanNattuppichchi | butterfly
The words below begin with a modified letter:

(For an explanation of how the letters are modified, see part 2 below)

amn | GlameoLoL helmar helmet

e 5) Gamraley kovil Hindu temple
IJ @IJITUJ ribay rupees

g g sari sari

61V 61'()(3U|T LI @ STrobari strawberry
©5) (3556'0‘? I tenir tea

wl ULIIT 601601 ydnei elephant
nj | Hmadesrm shrikirushna | Krishna
1.3 Non-initial consonants (10)

These words feature the target letter in non-initial position:

- GH6mL kupei umbrella
(B @IJITI._(B poTTU pottu (bindi)
oll &l KiLi parrot

LD UIT 6 LOLILILOLD vaLeippaLam bananas
601 L],60)601 punei cat

6001 | G600160DTITIQ KaNNGDi glasses
m @ﬂ)ﬁd) iral prawns
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Og | UeOguLd pushpam flower
Bl LDIB1 (8610 meengus mangosteen
6h @@éﬂ inji ginger

Note 1: The letter i is always written with a dot (m!I - pronounced ng) and followed by
the letter & (g) (as in the example word maengus).

Note 2: The letter (6 is pronounced fi (as in Spanish mafiana). But the combination €h&
is pronounced nj (as in the example word inji).

2. The modifiers
The examples below illustrate the most common ways in which the letters may be
modified. In each pair of examples, the first shows the vowel in initial position, and the

second shows the same vowel sound represented by a modification to another letter.

2.1 The vowels a and a

Y S1601601T &

annasi

pineapple

LI L LD

paTTam

kite

The letter without any modification, pronounced a in the first syllable of a word, and 2 in

subsequent syllables.

3L, | 3,60 amei tortoise
m g sari sari

The symbol T is used to make the vowel long (a).

2.2 The vowels e/é, i/1, 0/6

ol 61(H6MLD erumei buffalo

G (Olem60LDL helmar helmet

The modifier precedes the letter, but affects the vowel following the consonant.

g | ool

ladder

G |G

tea
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® ©6m 6V ilei leaf
9 dlerl KiLi parrot
T T T fly
© (8@667 m ténir tea
0 @I;I_a')Lb 0TT2g2m camel
G- @UHI;(B poTTU pottu (bindi)
(modifier before and after the letter)
o @GUOTITGOT oNan lizard
G- Cxmalev kovil Hindu temple
2.3 The vowels u and @
O L@LbLl udbumbu monitor lizard
(1) L|6)_.9ULb pushpam flower
(2) (&ML kubei umbrella
®) 6)]6601660‘[5@”%&@ vannattuppichchi | butterfly

Note 3 different ways of forming the u vowel, all of which involve changing the base
letter in some way:

(1) u changes to Ly (pu): used with the letters 1 W 61 &

(2) & changes to (& (ku): used with the letters & D [ 6 Lp

(3) & changes to &l (tu): used with the letters & 60 [b 601 601 M
o6 DENGHIT ada purple
(1) L], 69601 plnei cat
(2 @UITUJ rabay rupees

Note 3 different ways of forming the long @ vowel, corresponding with 1-3 above:
(1) u changes to I, (p0) (exception: & changes to @)
(2) o changes to ¢ (rd) (exception: & changes to gn)
(3) & changes to &It (t0) (no example word included)

Tamil alphabet cards: Michael Meyler 2011

www.mirisgala.net




2.4 Others
Fady QGTD &ifLd ais krim ice cream
60) WIIT 60) 601 yanei elephant

This vowel is pronounced ai in first syllable of a word, ei in subsequent syllables — a

common vowel, represented by the symbol eém before the letter.

60160160

jannal

window

Any letter + dot = consonant without vowel, for example in double consonants, or in

words ending with a consonant.
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